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w/o NMF w/ NMF
Accuracy [%] classification scheme beat  song beat  song
HNB vote 79.85 84.33
-/f/m HNB added score 28.54 79.85 >8.84 85.07
SVM vote/added score | 52.06 79.85 | 56.54 87.31
HNB vote 82.09 85.82
f/m HNB added score 70.35 83.58 8022 86.57
SVM vote/added score | 67.52 82.09 | 79.97 89.55

Table 2: Accuracies of vocalist gender recognition on beat level and on song level by majority voting or maximum added
score for HNB and SVM as classifier — once with (w/) and once without (w/o) separation of drum-beats by NMF. Considered
are no voice (-), female (f), and male (m) discrimination on all beats or only gender on those with vocal presence.
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Figure 2: ROC by true (TPR) over false positive rate (FPR), and the area under the curve (AUC) for the three-class

(female / male / no voice) task.

latter is found beneficial — as one would assume — as in-
formation on certainty is preserved prior to the song level
decision. The results further indicate that the accuracy of
classification on beat level is sufficiently above chance level
to allow for repairing of mispredictions over the duration of
asong. Here, SVM perform slightly better with a maximum
of 87.31 % accuracy for the three classes, and the difference
to the two-class task is drastically reduced. Overall, the
statistical significance on song level for the improvement
gained by NMF utilization is 0.05. Thus, we can state that
drum separation by NMF helps recognizing gender even on
the song level.

To shed light on this effect per class, according Receiver
Operating Characteristics (ROC) are depicted in Figure 1
for the two-class task of gender recognition, and in Figure
2 for the three-class task with additional determination of
positions that contain vocals by SVM. To provide a single
value rather than a curve, one can calculate the area under
the ROC curve, called AUC. The highest possible AUC is
1.0, equal to the whole graph area, and achievable only by
a perfect classifier. Random guessing has an AUC of 0.5
since it corresponds to the diagonal line in the ROC space.
A reasonable classifier should therefore have an AUC that is
significantly greater than 0.5, with better classifiers yielding
higher values. The values obtained are also shown in Figure
1: For the two-class task (female/male) the difference in
the AUC with and without NMF is highly significant at the
1073 level. In the three-class problem clear differences are
observable: the highest benefit is reached for female vocals,
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next come male vocals, and interestingly the recognition
of parts without vocal presence is negatively affected by
reduction of the drum beat presence.

6. CONCLUSION

It was our primary goal to predict the vocalist gender in
originally recorded popular music, and our secondary to
analyze whether NMF usage for separation of the drum-
beat can help improve on this task. The results clearly
demonstrate the significant improvement obtained, and we
are by that able to fully automatically identify the gender of
the main vocalist in popular music at a high and reasonable
accuracy for system unknown artists and songs. On beat
level NMF application slightly impairs vocals presence
estimation, but increases the overall performance of gender
classification explaining the better results on song level.

Considering the choice of classifier, no clear tendency
was found, apart from the fact that the overall best result
was obtained by SVM.

Future refinement can be invested in improved annota-
tion: as mentioned, the UltraStar annotations were created
by members of the game community. Therefore errors
among the ground truth tempo and vocals’ locations might
be present though we chose the most frequently used files.
A widespread verification of the annotations would mini-
mize the error rate and maybe reduce false classifications.
But that would need a huge investment of time.

Further, we assigned the main vocalist gender. How-
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ever, alternatively local labeling and consideration of mixed
gender or choir passages could be provided.

Finally and self-evident, tailored vocal instead of drum
separation should be targeted now that the more robustly
obtainable separation of drum-beats was already found sig-
nificantly beneficial.
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